
WHEN DOLLAR IS UP, FOREIGN VISITORS TEND TO GO ELSEWHERE 
 
In related news, the lingering strength of the dollar is pinching the flow of international tourists into 
Colorado, according to The Denver Post. International visits are declining at the state's ski resorts that 
count on free spending during longer stays by visitors from afar to bolster the bottom line. 
 
Vail Resorts, the largest resort operator in North America, is seeing a slowdown in bookings from Europe, 
Canada and Brazil. Vail Resorts chief Rob Katz told analysts in January that the softness in international 
traffic is due to the value of the dollar, which has remained strong relative to currencies abroad. Katz said 
climbing traffic from U.S. skiers is making up for any downturn.  
 
Visitors from distant lands are the tourism industry's most coveted. They spend two-to-three times more 
than a domestic traveler and they tend to stay longer.  
 
The U.S. Office of Travel and Tourism Industries estimates the record 75 million international tourists who 
visited the U.S. in 2014 spent $221 billion, or roughly $3,000 per visitor. About 34 million of those visitors 
came from overseas, not from Canada or Mexico. The office estimates 1.3 percent of these most valuable 
overseas visitors came to Colorado, each spending more than $5,000. So Colorado harvested about $2.3 
billion from international visitors in 2014, according to the national tourism office. 
 
They projected international visitor volume in the U.S. would reach a record 75.3 million in 2015 and 2016 
would climb to 77.3 million, led by tourists from China, India, Taiwan and South Korea, whose exploding 
middle classes are relative newcomers to the tourist-exporting business.  
 
Aspen is a big draw for the deepest pocketed international travelers. Australians and Brazilians flock to 
the Roaring Fork Valley in January and February and Mexicans arrive over the Easter holiday. They stay 
for weeks and hire private ski instructors, thrilling town businesses as well as the Aspen Skiing Co., which 
runs four ski areas in the valley. 
 
Visits by Australians and Brazilians are down this season, mostly among the occasional visitors who 
place Aspen on a rotating list of winter destinations.  
 

 


