
SPEAKERS PLAN TO ‘IGNITE’ AUDIENCE AT MOUNTAIN TRAVEL SYMPOSIUM (3-29-16) 
 
Among the definitions of “ignite,” are “to arouse the passions of; to excite, to stir up.” And that is exactly 
what the session of the same name at next week’s Mountain Travel Symposium is intended to do.  
 
Part of “The Forum,” Ignite is a rapid-fire explosion of ideas. Five millennial entrepreneurs will plug their 
passions into a tight format - each presenter has five minutes and exactly 20 PowerPoint slides, with the 
slides auto-advancing every 15 seconds. 
 
Polina Raygorodskaya is the co-founder and CEO of Wanderu.com, the largest ground travel search in 
North America. “Ground travel” – from city to city and state to state – is the focus for now but air travel will 
soon be a part of the puzzle, Raygorodskaya told TSIL. 
 
Wanderu's multi-modal search was recognized as the "Most Innovative Technology" of 2013 at SXSW 
Interactive. With many urban Millenials choosing to forego owning automobiles, the future of getting to the 
mountains may look very different. Raygorodskaya will hit the highlights in her presentation 
 
Hotel booking may also look radically different as well. Donnie Schumann, 27, is in charge of strategic 
partnerships for HotelTonight. He is responsible for developing relationships with top international hotel 
management companies and brands in an effort to bring their properties to HT users everywhere. 
 
The company has gone to a mobile-only focus. While it used to feature only last-minute booking, it now 
offers deals up to seven days out. “We want to stay one step ahead of the game,” he said. And it seems 
to be working very well: “Business continues to grow 100% year-over-year,” he told TSIL. 
 
The target demographic is the 24-27-year-old, who is a “bleisure” traveler: they combine business and 
leisure, and they share a lot on social media. They want “quick and easy,” and are not very receptive to 
planning, Schumann said. But they are eager to take advantage of a deal. 
 
Other speakers are Jason Hahn, product owner, LeisureLink; Kimberly Trembearth, marketing manager, 
Copper Mountain, and Lauren Simmers, group sales manager, Stowe Mountain Resort. The session will 
be moderated by Dave Amirault, director of marketing, Snowbird Ski & Summer Resort. The session is 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 6, from 11-12:45. 
 

 

http://wanderu.com/

